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Grant County
Hospice

Non-Profit Agency
We serve all residents of
Grant County, regardless of insurance coverage or ability to pay

Experienced Nurses with Hospice, Wound & Ostomy Certification
Two dedicated hospice nurses with over 48 years of combined
hospice experience

Local Staff with a Team Approach
All our staff reside in Grant County, and many are life-long residents with
strong connections to their local communities. Patients get services
including nurses, bath aides, social worker, clergy, and volunteers

24/7 Access to a Nurse 
Nurses are available for phone consultation or home visits at any time
and are generally able to be on-site within an hour

Keep Your Own Physician
We work closely with each patient’s Primary Care Physician to
manage care, so patients do not need to change providers

Keep Your Own Physician

Call for a
no-obligation 
consultation

(608)
723-
6416

* Must purchase 2 to receive $10 off the second subscription. * A qualifying new subscription is a subscription that has not been active in the past 90 days.

Offer ends january 31, 2026

F R I E N D S  &  FAM I LY

Buy One, GIFT ONE
Gift Subscription Offer

INCLUDES ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION ACCESS

& Gift a 2nd One 
Or More For 10OFFOFF7Buy a NEW In-State 

Subscription & Get

Contact your local newspaper to start your subscription!

SAVE $17 WHEN YOU BUY 2 SUBSCRIPTIONS

PO Box 310 | 208 W. Cherry, Lancaster, WI 53813

Phone: (608) 723-2151
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800-231-9495 
or 762-5308

PAYING 
TOP 
DOLLAR 
for most 
cars and 
trucks. 

Also buying 
farm machinery, 

etc . . . pickup 
available.

AmyW@firstcapitolsalvage.com

1st

First Capitol Salvage Inc.

HOURS: M-F 8am-5pm;
Every 1st & 3rd Saturday of 
the month 8:30am-11:30am 

 Countryside Metals
Metal Roofing & Siding
Lumber - Plyco Doors

Windows • Custom Metal Trim
Clear Skylight • Insulation

Building Supplies

Calvin Sensening | 8421 County Rd D | Platteville, WI 53818
(608) 348-3971 • Fax: (608) 348-3874

Custom Metal Fabrication | Pole Building Packages

The family of John Folmer would like to thank everyone for 
their support and kindness at the difficult time of his passing.

Thank you for the memorials, hugs, cards, gifts, flowers, food 
and prayers. 

To  Fr. Tom Kelley for the beautiful mass, alter boys, the choir 
for the beautiful music and the ladies who served the delicious 
lunch.

To the class of ‘59 and to those who provided military rites. 
To anyone who helped in any way. It did not go unnoticed. 
And to Haudenshield Funeral Home for your excellent care 

and support. Thank You

Thank You

The business meeting will begin at 1:00 pm. The agenda will 
include our financial report, board report, and nominations for 

directors. Door prizes will be given out after the meeting. 

ANNUAL MEETING

Your Local Source for Energy · www.newhorizonsco-op.com

Paul Johnson, Secretary

If you plan to join us for the meal, please RSVP to 
608-822-3217 by THURSDAY, JANUARY 29th with the

number in your party. We look forward to seeing you!

NOTICE OF

New Horizons Supply Cooperative will hold 
their annual meeting for members on

Wednesday, February 11th

Youth and Ag Building,
Grant County Fairgrounds in Lancaster, WI

A Complimentary Lunch 
will be served starting at 12:00 noon 

FREE
Stock Book PAL STEEL

New • Used • Surplus

FABRICATION • CRANE SERVICE • STEEL PROCESSING
414 3rd Street, Palmyra • 262-495-4453 • www.PalSteel.com

MULTI-METAL DISTRIBUTION CENTER
Pipe - Plate - Channel - Angle - Tube - Rebar - Bar Grating, Expanded Metal -

Sheet - Lintels - B-Decking - Pipe Bollards - Decorative Iron Parts
I & H Beams $3 & up per foot

STAINLESS STEEL & ALUMINUM
ROUGH SAWN LUMBER & BUILDING SUPPLIES

STEEL ROOFING & SIDING

DECLUTTER WITH THE

See how good it feels to rehome the stuff you’re not using, and generate 
some extra cash in the process!

CALL: 2107  

Your News

START YOUR ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION TODAY!
YOUR WAY

CALL YOUR 
LOCAL PAPER 

TO GET STARTED 
TODAY!

• GRANT COUNTY HERALD INDEPENDENT ........... 608-723-2151

• THE BOSCOBEL DIAL  .......................................... 608-375-4458

• TRI-COUNTY PRESS ............................................ 608-776-4425

• CRAWFORD COUNTY INDEPENDENT .................. 608-735-4413

• REPUBLICAN JOURNAL ...................................... 608-776-4425

• THE RICHLAND OBSERVER ................................. 608-647-6141

• THE FENNIMORE TIMES ...................................... 608-822-3912

• THE PLATTEVILLE JOURNAL .............................. 608-348-3006

Wanted
Wanted

Wanted: Old gas pumps, oil & 
gas related items. Soda, food, 

grocery signs. Automotive re-
lated signs & items, Coke ma-
chines. 608-854-2743.
Wanted: Shed to rent to store 
small and antique farm equip-
ment. 608-778-9358
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WE ARE

HIRING
GRANEY CONSTRUCTION is expanding, and we invite 
skilled professionals located within Grant County to join our 
team. With numerous new builds on the horizon, we are 
seeking dedicated individuals who thrive in a self-directed 
environment.

AT GRANEY CONSTRUCTION, WE VALUE:
• Expertise
• Initiative
• Craftsmanship

• Reliability to deliver
 exceptional results without the  
 need for constant supervision

WE OFFER
• Competitive wages
• Collaborative work atmosphere
• Professional development

• 401K
• Incentive bonuses
• Paid vacation

Take the next step in your career and contact
us at 608-732-5234 to apply today.

JOIN US IN TURNING DREAMS INTO REALITY.

 
 Golf & Turf Indoor Consignment Auction 
Auction Date: February 6, 2026 @ 9:00 AM 
Auction Location: 110 E Murray ST Browntown, WI 53522 
ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS DAILY - MONDAY – FRIDAY 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

LIVE IN PERSON & ONLINE AUCTION THROUGH POWERSAUCTION.COM 
Offering A Wide Variety Of Specialty Golf & Turf Equipment, Lawn & Garden & Light Construction Equipment! 

Powers Auction Service 
110 E Murray ST Browntown WI 53522 

608-439-5761 

  

DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT 
(SMALL CLAIMS)

The Grant County Clerk of Court is recruiting for a Deputy Clerk 
of Court – Small Claims.  This position performs a variety of routine 
and complex clerical and administrative duties in keeping official 
court records and assisting the Clerk of Court in administration of 
standard operation policies per section 59.40 Wis. Stats.  This position 
performs intermediate technical work assisting the general public 
and attorneys, preparing cases, process various legal paperwork, 
maintaining schedule, participating in court proceedings, and related 
work as apparent or assigned. This position is also responsible for 
processing and maintaining small claims filings, liens, judgments and 
garnishments.
Benefit Position: 80 hours bi-weekly; Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Start Rate: $24.08 (effective 01/01/2026) 
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: Graduation from high school or equivalent; 
Associate’s degree in paralegal / legal secretary, information systems, 
or related field; Two years’ experience in a court related or legal office 
setting including experience in legal terminology; Experience using 
personal computers and ability to work in Word and Excel required; 
Equivalent combinations of job-related education and experience may 
be considered. 
How to Apply:  A Grant County Employment Application and job 
description may be obtained at www.co.grant.wi.gov (under employment 
opportunities) or by contacting the Human Resources Department at 
(608)723-2540. Application, resume, and letter of interest should 
be submitted by 4 p.m. on Monday, January 26, 2026 to:

Grant County Human Resources, 111 S. Jefferson St., 
PO Box 529, Lancaster, WI 53813 (AA/EEO)

Certified Nursing Assistant
Health Department

The Grant County Health Department is recruiting for a part time 
CNA. This is a para-professional position under the supervision of a 
professional nurse, performing selected duties that do not involve skilled 
nursing or require nursing judgment.  These duties must be supportive, 
supplementary, and complimentary to nursing practice.  The aide sees 
only patients assigned by the nurse coordinating the care of the patient 
and during hours when a nurse is available by telephone.  This position 
may also assist with clerical duties and phone coverage.
Non-Benefit Position: Work hours will vary; Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.
Start Rate: $21.92 
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: Must have a high school diploma or 
equivalent; Must have completed the Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) 
course and clinicals; Minimum one (1) year experience in electronic 
charting desired; At least one (1) year of recent experience as a nursing 
assistant desired but not required; Experience with electronic medical 
records; Must be able to pass a pre-employment health screening; 
Must be able to pass a Caregiver Background Check; Must not be listed 
as excluded on the federal government excluded parties listing; Must 
have valid driver’s license, ability to travel to patient homes within Grant 
County. 
How to Apply:  A Grant County application for employment and job 
description may be obtained at www.co.grant.wi.gov or by contacting 
the Grant County Human Resources Department (608)723-2540. 
Letter of interest, resume, and Grant County Application should be 
submitted by 4 p.m. on Monday, January 26, 2026 to:

Grant County Human Resources, 111 S. Jefferson St., 
PO Box 529, Lancaster, WI 53813 (AA/EEO)

Unified Community Services
Serving Grant and Iowa Counties

Benefit Position: 80 hours bi-weekly; Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Salary: $2,588.80 starting bi-weekly
Responsibilities: Supervise administrative staff while integrating with the clinical team to 

efficiently capture revenue; Guide operations for client intake, daily billing, coding reviews, 
denials management, payment posting, and collections; Ensure compliance with Medicaid, 
Medicare, HIPAA, payer regulations, and agency policy; Stay current to changes affecting 
revenue cycle to drive updates to electronic health record.  Ensure accuracy through testing; 
Implement, train, and monitor policies and procedures affecting revenue cycle; Conduct audits 
to ensure adherence to all applicable regulations and policy; Monitor outstanding receivable 
and pursue timely collections; Track and analyze key performance indicators to the revenue 
cycle to asses performance and identify trends that may require attention; Prepare and deliver 
revenue cycle performance reports.
Qualifications: Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration, Healthcare Administration, 

or a related field; Minimum of 5 years’ experience in business office environment; 3-5 years 
supervisory experience; Exceptional organizational, communication, and problem-solving skills; 
Ability to use initiative appropriately and make sound judgments; Preferred Coding Certification, 
Certified Professional Biller, Certified Specialist in Healthcare Revenue Cycle.

Competitive salary and comprehensive benefit package, including Wisconsin Retirement 
System, health, life and disability insurance, training, and paid time off. 

How to Apply: A Grant County Employment Application and job description may be obtained at 
www.co.grant.wi.gov  (under employment opportunities) or by contacting the Human Resource 
Department at (608)723-2540. Screening of applicants will begin immediately and will 
continue until the position is filled.

REVENUE CYCLE MANAGER
Unified Community Services is seeking applicants for a full-time 

REVENUE CYCLE MANAGER. The position will oversee the revenue cycle 
from client registration and scheduling to claims, billing, and collections.

SUBMIT RESUME AND LETTER OF INTEREST TO:  Grant County Human Resources, 
111 S. Jefferson St.  PO Box 529, Lancaster, WI 53813 (AA/EEO)

Farm Market
For Sale

For Sale Feeder Pigs 608-
726-1864.

Rental

PUBLISHER’S NOTE
Federal and state law prohibit 
housing discrimination based 
on race, color, national origin, 
ancestry, religion, age, sex, 
handicap, lawful source of in-
come, marital or family status, 
and sexual orientation. This 
newspaper will not knowingly 
accept real estate or rental 
advertising from sellers, bro-
kers or lessors intending to 
discriminate. All housing ad-
vertised in this newspaper is 
assumed to be available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

For Rent
Apartments

FOR RENT - Cuba City, two 
bedroom apt, heat, water, ap-
pliances, furnished.  Washer/
dryer in building.  352-598-
1738
FOR RENT - Two bedroom, 
one bath at 904 W Madison, 
Platteville.  Newer 4 plex. Up-
stairs. Stove, refrigerator, AC, 
washer, dryer, microwave, 
disposal. Neat and clean. 
Available Nov. 16, 2025. No 
Pets. $700 plus utilities.  Call 
Arnie 608-778-2666

OVARIAN CANCER AFTER 
use of TALC products such as 
BABY POWDER or SHOW-
ER TO SHOWER, you may 
be entitled to compensation. 
Contact Charles Johnson 
800/535-5727

Miscellaneous
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject 
to change and vary by dealer. 
Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call 
1-844-260-2934

Miscellaneous
Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. No 
long-term contract, no hidden 
fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more information, 
call 1-833-518-2155

Miscellaneous
YMT Vacations. Over 50 guid-
ed tours available. Affordable, 
social and stress-free travel 
designed for mature travel-
ers. Our tours include accom-
modations, transportation, 
baggage handling, sightsee-
ing, entrance fees, a profes-
sional Tour Director and se-
lect meals. For a limited time 
SAVE $250 on all tours. Call 
YMT today. 1-888-351-2630

Miscellaneous
Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-888-425-2108 today!

Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-888-355-6955 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move.

Contact Us Today!

REACH 
YOUR 
LOCAL 

CUSTOMERS

GROW YOUR
BUSINESS
Build your brand, 
increase visibility 
and accelerate 
sales with our 

advertising team!

Adam Ploessl
608-776-4425
ads@myrjonline.com

Jodi White
608-723-1712
jwhite@swnews4u.com
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Bloomington, WI .608-994-2719
Cuba City, WI ......608-744-2178
Montfort, WI .......608-943-8888
Monroe, WI .........608-325-3188

Mt. Horeb, WI .....608-437-5501
Lanark, IL ............815-493-2191
Fulton,  Il............ 815-589-4960

STAY
CONNECTED

Subscribe Today!

608-776-4425

608-348-3006

608-744-2107
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 GET STARTED!

Two hundred fifty years 
ago, the American colonies 
set forth a bold new vision 
for human freedom, declar-
ing that the rights of indi-
viduals do not flow from 
monarchs but are inherent to 
all people. From that revo-
lutionary idea emerged the 
United States, a nation built 
on enduring ideals of liberty, 
equality, self governance, 
and justice. 

As the country marks 
this historic anniversary, 
the Benjamin Harrison 
Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution 
(DAR) will host a series of 
activities throughout the 
year to honor this milestone 
and celebrate the spirit of in-
dependence that continues to 

shape our national identity. 
For more information or to 
get involved, message DAR 
through its Colonel Benja-
min Harrison Chapter DAR 
Facebook page.

The National Society 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR) is a wom-
en’s service organization 
whose members can trace 
their lineage to an individual 
who contributed to secur-
ing American independence 
during the Revolutionary 
War. Today’s DAR is dy-
namic and diverse, with over 
185,000 members in 3,000 
chapters in the United States 
and abroad. 

DAR members annually 
provide millions of hours of 
volunteer service to their lo-
cal communities across the 
country and world. DAR 

Daughters of the 
American Revolution 
to celebrate America’s 
250th Anniversary 
throughout 2026

316 MAIN ST., DARLINGTON, WISCONSIN 53530 • THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 2026
VOLUME 165 • NUMBER 3

$1.75 EPUBLICAN
JR OURNAL

FRIENDS & FAMILY

Buy One, GIFT ONE

& Gift a 2nd One 
Or More For OFFOFF

Buy a NEW In-State 
Subscription & Get

* Must purchase 2 to receive $10 off the 
second subscription. * A qualifying new 
subscription is a subscription that has not 
been active in the past 90 days.
OFFER ENDS JANUARY 31, 2026

608-776-4425

Potosi’s Lisa White has spent 
decades invested in her corner 
of the state, now wants to take 
her leadership to the next level

By Adam Krebs
editor@myrjonline.com

DARLINGTON — Lisa White was born 
and raised on a Potosi farm. She grew up in a 
family of union workers at John Deere. She’s 
built her adult life in her hometown as well, 
staying connected with neighbors across her 
town of about 650 people.

White has over three decades of experi-
ence as a businesswoman. After working as 
a registered nurse, at 54 she started her own 
painting company, The Painter Lady, which 
has grown into a multi-million dollar business 
and among the top 2% of performing woman-
owned businesses nationwide. 

Her biggest areas of pride, however, are 
being a grandmother and a Potosi-girl through 
and through.

“I am a lifelong Potosi farm kid,” White 
said. 

This past year she took on yet another 
endeavor: running for the Wisconsin 17th 
Senate District, which is currently held by 
Republican Howard Marklein, chairman of 
the powerful Joint Finance Committee, which 
oversees the building of the biennial state 
budget. Two others are currently campaign-
ing in the Democratic primary with White: 
Rep. Jenna Jacobson of Oregon and Corrine 
Hendrickson of New Glarus, while others are 
still exploring a possible campaign.

“I felt compelled — almost drafted into 
this,” White said of running for public office. 
“I would describe it almost as a calling. I’m a 
grandma now — I’ve got to dedicate it to the 
future of my neighbors and my family.”

White has eight grandchildren, including 
three on the Autism spectrum, which she said 
influences her views on both education and 
inclusion. She also has seen the struggles of 
farmers and local economies in the region, 
with rising cost of living and inflation, yet lit-
tle relief for those not living near major cities.

“When I see my people — my neighbors, 
people in southern Wisconsin, my kiddos and 
grandkiddos — and what the future is look-
ing like for them compared to how our coun-
try was prepared for me, I can’t not run,” she 
emphasized. “We owe them a better environ-
ment, a better economy, and a better political 
situation than where we are at now.”

White said she knows what it means to sit 
at the kitchen table with impossible health-
care decisions, and she knows what it means 
to raise children in underfunded schools and 
for children with special needs.

Simply put, White believes the 17th Dis-
trict deserves a senator that listens to their 
constituents, has walked in their shoes and 
never forgets who they serve — the people 
as a whole, and not a political party or cultist 
leader.

White’s painting business covers east-
ern Iowa and the entirety of the 17th Senate 
District (and beyond). She has been to every 
community and gotten a chance to make con-
nections in each one over the years. 

Senate candidate ‘compelled’ to run

By Tammy Kilby
tkilby@ 

morrismultimedia.com

DARLINGTON — The 
book talk with Barb Nem-
ec, author of the recently 
published book “The Dar-
lington Depot and Caboose: 
Historical Preservation and 
Restoration”, was held at 
the Lafayette County His-
torical and Genealogy Soci-
ety Museum on Sunday af-
ternoon, January 11. Nemec 
led the book talk, prior to 
questions and answers that 
related to the Darlington 
Depot and Caboose. 

A guest at the event, Eu-
gene Richardson, from the 
Gratiot area; shared in the 

discussion when he brought 
in his railroad spike ham-
mer, which was a memo-
rable treasure inherited to 
him. Heavily built, sturdy 
and authentic, it became a 
well appreciated artifact by 
guests that were present.

The community seemed 
to enjoy the atmosphere as 
some guests signed up as 
new members of the so-
ciety. In addition to book 

Train, book talk held at museum

LISA WHITE
17th Senate District Candidate SENATE, see p. 11

REVOLUTION, see p. 3

RJ photos: Tammy Kilby
Above Right: Barb Nemec during her book talk on Sunday, January 11. Left: 
Eugene Richardson was happy to share his railroad spike hammer with guests to 
the event. The hammer was a well used tool, to further drive railroad spikes into the 
ground. Seemingly constructed with a solid lead hammer-head, the heavy weight of 
the tool was still a surprise to those who held it in their hands. Above Left: Mer-
chandise related to the Darlington Depot and Caboose are available at the Lafay-
ette County Historical and Genealogy Society Museum, weekdays from 1 p.m. until 
4 p.m. Visits to the depot and caboose are by appointment only during the winter 
months.

BOOK TALK, see p. 3

$ 1.75
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New and returning candidates have filed to run in the 
upcoming spring election for local leadership roles in Cuba City, 
Hazel Green, and Benton.

Both contested and uncontested races will anticipatedly be 
on the ballot April 7. 

Cuba City School District voters will have the opportunity to 
select two School Board members this spring.

Four Cuba City Common Council positions are up for election 
in April, when residents will also vote for mayor.

In the Village of Hazel Green, there will be three Village Trustee 
positions and three Southwestern Wisconsin School District 
School Board of Education seats on the ballot.

Village of Benton residents will have the chance to fill three 
Village Board Trustee seats, and there are two Benton School 
District Board of Education members up for reelection. 

Cuba City School District
The seats of Cuba City School District School Board’s current 

president, Gary Andrews; and clerk, Megan Hinderman, are up 
for election April 7.

While Hinderman is not seeking reelection, Andrews is 
running to maintain his seat this spring, said CCSD Business 
Manager Heather Droessler.

Kyle Kent and Carl W. Thalacker are also seeking seats on 
the board, based on candidacy paperwork that they filed by the 
regular submission deadline of Jan. 6 at 5 p.m., added Droessler.

City of Cuba City
Current Common Council member Ald. Tim Hazen is 

running unopposed for mayor this spring. Current Mayor John 
Van de Wiel is not seeking reelection, based on filed candidacy 
paperwork.

Also on the April ballot will be Cuba City Common Council 
races.

In Cuba City District 1, Ald. Ryan Gerhards is not seeking 
reelection. Christine A. Hicks has filed candidacy paperwork for 
this seat, said City Clerk-Treasurer Jill Hill.

In Districts 3 and 4, incumbents Ald. Frank Raupp and Ald. 
Kia Hendrickson (respectively), are seeking reelection. Neither 
face challengers, Hill noted.

No one filed to run as a candidate to represent District 2 on 
the Common Council. District 2 incumbent Ald. Harvey Morley 
is not seeking reelection, so “if we aren’t able to fill the seat with a 
write-in candidate following the election, the mayor will appoint 
someone,” said Hill.

Southwestern Wisconsin School District
A total of three Southwestern Wisconsin School District school 

board seats will be on the ballot April 7. 
For school district Area 2 (Village of Hazel Green), incumbent 

Steven G. Hoppman is seeking reelection. Challenger Melissa A. 
Fleege has also filed candidacy paperwork, said District Secretary 
DeeDee Smith.

In district Area 3, (Hazel Green/Benton Townships), 
incumbent John Klein is not seeking reelection. One candidate, 
Timothy J. Bell, has submitted the paperwork to run for the role.

For an At Large member seat, current SWSD school board 
member Anne M. Redfearn is running for reelection unopposed, 
said Smith.

Village of Hazel Green
There are three Village of Hazel Green (VOHG) Trustee 

seats that will be on the ballot in Spring 2026: Those of David 
Jegerlehner, Rob Schmidt, and Christopher Lisk. 

Three candidates filed Village Trustee candidacy paperwork, 
said Village Clerk/Treasurer Sally Bauer. 

Incumbents Jegerlehner and Schmidt plan to seek reelection. 
Eric McAuliffe has also filed to run for Village Board.

Lisk is not seeking reelection, added Bauer. 

Village of Benton
There are three Village of Benton Village Trustee seats up for 

election.
Four candidates – including two incumbents and two non-

incumbents – are running for the three positions: Incumbents John 
Perkins and Cal Robbins, and non-incumbents Steve Brink and 
Bill Mowry, said Village Clerk/Treasurer Sonya Silvers.

Benton School District
There are two seats on Benton School District’s school board 

that will be up for a vote April 7. 
The two incumbents for these Member at Large roles — Jeff 

Richardson and Megan Flatley — are seeking reelection.
There are no non-incumbent challengers running for school 

board in the spring election, said District Superintendent Todd 
Bastian.

Local candidates file
Spring election approaches

Sweet fundraiser wraps up
By Elyssa Vondra

With the 2025 winter holiday season at 
its end, the year’s local Gingerbread House 
Fundraiser has officially wrapped up — bringing 
donations to an organization that serves the 
region. 

This is the fourth year that a gingerbread 
house competition has been raising money 
for Family Promise of Grant County, which 
seeks to help lower-income families and those 
who are experiencing homelessness to “achieve 
sustainable independence through a community 
based response,” according to the organization’s 
website.

In previous years, contest organizers raised 
funds by auctioning off gingerbread house 
entries.

But in 2025, they took a creative new 
approach, creating a ‘Gingerbread Trail’: The 
cookie-based structures found temporary homes 
in southwestern Wisconsin businesses, including 
at locations in Cuba City and Platteville — 
where visitors could contribute money to the 
gingerbread houses’ collection boxes. 

The public also had an opportunity to peruse 
the 26 works of edible art and donate to the cause 
during a kick-off for the efforts at the Hazel 
Green Opera House last month.

Area residents of all ages — including local 
students — created pieces.

A team from Cuba City High School made 

an especially memorable house this season, said 
Sandye Voight, who owns and operates the Hazel 
Green Opera House with her husband, Chuck 
Voight. It was a “replica of the house in the film 
Up, which featured a heavy cloud of gum balls.” 

“The cloud was so top heavy that when it 
arrived at the Hazel Green Opera House, we had 
to prop it up with some wire,” Sandye recalled.

And once it got to its landing place in the 
community on the ‘gingerbread trail’ after the 
fundraiser kickoff event, “...We spent some 
minutes tying it up with fish line to a hook in 
the display window,” she added.

Sandye also worked with third-grade students 
at Benton School District, plus middle and high 
school students at Southwestern Wisconsin 
School District to help them prepare their 
displays. 

Younger students sketched their design ideas, 
and “I took their sketches home, made patterns 
using graph paper and baked the pieces,” said 
Sandye.

Some older students had the opportunity 
to get involved with the gingerbread-making 
process. They “learned how to whip up large 
batches … which they rolled out, cut with 
patterns and baked,” said Sandye.

One unforgettable memory from the season 
happened when students learned, “A mouse 
had gnawed 
a hole in one 

By a.J. GatEs
POTOSI – Potosi High 

School can lay claim to yet 
another Hall of Fame coach 
with the recent induction of 
Jolene Murray to the Wisconsin 
Volleyball Coaches Association 
Hall of Fame.

Murray,  who coached 
volleyball for 12 seasons at 
Potosi, was one of five inductees 
to be honored at a ceremony in 
conjunction with the WVCA 
All-State Banquet on Sunday, 
Dec. 14, at the Monona Terrace 
in Madison.

Murray began coaching 
volleyball in 1991 at Cuba 
City, where she coached at the 
middle school, freshman and 
J.V. levels before filling the 
varsity position at Potosi High 
School in 2001.

In her first season as varsity 
coach at Potosi, Murray led 
the Chieftains to a Six Rivers 
conference title with a record 
of 11-1, and advanced to 
play in the division 4 state 
championship game where they 
brought home the state runner-
up trophy.

In her second season in 
2002, the Chieftains went 12-0 
in conference play to win back-
to-back conference titles and 
again advanced to play in the 
state tournament, where they 
brought home the D4 state 
championship trophy.

In her 12-year coaching 
career at Potosi ,  Murray 
accumulated a record of 220-

Murray 
inducted into 
Hall of Fame

Jolene Murray

Fundraiser | see page 2Murray| see page 2

this is the fourth year that a gingerbread house fundraiser has brought in donations 
for Family Promise of Grant County. Pictured are entries from this year’s event. 
               Submitted Photo

–  O F F E R I N G  –

DIGITAL & PRINT 
SUBSCRIPTIONS

CALL US TODAY TO GET STARTED!

• HERALD INDEPENDENT .......608-723-2151
• THE BOSCOBEL DIAL  ..........608-375-4458
• TRI-COUNTY PRESS ............608-776-4425
• CRAWFORD COUNTY IND. ...608-735-4413

• REPUBLICAN JOURNAL ......608-776-4425
• THE RICHLAND OBSERVER .608-647-6141
• THE FENNIMORE TIMES ......608-822-3912
• THE PLATTEVILLE JOURNAL ..608-348-3006
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MEDICAL, DENTAL 
& VISION INSURANCE  401(K) PLAN ON THE JOB

TRAINING

   932 N Madison St, Lancaster, WI 53813

Apply online at:
foremostfarms.com/careers

Join our Team Today!
Maintenance Technician (3rd Shift): Starting pay for a Maintenance Technician I
is $29.63 per hour, with opportunities for Maintenance Technician II, Maintenance
Technician III, and Electro-Mechanical Technician roles earning higher rates based
on education and demonstrated skills. Employees also receive a $1.75 per hour
shift premium for hours worked between 6:00 PM and 6:00 AM, plus double-time
pay on Sundays.

Production Supervisor (3rd Shift): 2-2-3 schedule, 7:00 PM–7:00 AM, working
every other weekend

Plant Manager

NOW HIRINGin Lancaster, WI
We're Foremost Farms USA, Wisconsin's largest cheese manufacturer, and we're

looking for people to join our team making cheese for customers around the world. 
We have a variety of plant opportunities, all featuring market-leading wages. 

PAID TIME OFF &
WEEKLY PAY
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